1280 HISTORY OF GRAND RAPIDS.

nurses or more have been empleyed, In 1890 Emerson Me.
Millan gave $1,000 to this departient, of which %600 was used
to hire a nurse for a year and $400 was unsed for emergeney
cases.  The department is now econducted by the Distriet
Nurses' Association.

The society keepsp a eomplete record of its work., Sinee its
organization the society has aided mere than eight thousand
eases, each of which is recorded. As a result the cost of
maintaining the poor department of the eity has largely de-
ereased; benevolent associations and fraternal socicties do not
duplicate cach other's worle: fraud is detected; the publie
sulers little bmposition from unworthy pepole: all worthy cases
ave investigated and aided; needy sick are assisted, and pov-
erty is vanishing from Grand Rapids.  All these benefits are
received at a cost of less than twenty-five hundred dollars a
year. Surcly the good of the Charity Organization Soclety can
hardly be overestimated.

In June, 1896, the National Conference of Charities held its
1-:\\-'en'ty-t].Lird annual meeting at Grand Rapids.  Two general
sessions were held daily, and there were in addition abont
twenty seclion mectings held durine the week., The president
of the Conference thal vear was Abhot O, W richt, of Madigon,
Wisconsin,  Amone  the papers read was one upon  “The
Friendly Visitor,”” by Mrs. L. P. Rowland, of (rand Rapids,
and Rt Rev. (. D. Gillespie, of Grand Rauids, was a member
of the xecutive Committes for the year. The following vear
Marvey J. Tlolister also became a member of the Fxeniive
Committee. 1t was a erand walhering of men and women
dovoted to noble puproses who did Lonor to the city. Ti was
an eveni in loeal Tife, and a benefit to all benevolent instity-
tions of the city. In 1897, at Toronto, Ontario, Mr. Jaies 1.
Wylie gave an address before the '\dtlonal Conference npon the
“Organization of City  and County  Publie  Charities” which
attracted much attention and exeited much favm':b]e comment.
1se.

'IheYMGA

“The Y nur_m Men’s Christian Association of (rand Rapids was
organized on Jnne 6, 1866, with the following officers: Tresi-
dent. Movean C. Croshy ; viee-president, .J. T. Miller; veeording
secretary, C. K, TTuII)m’t; covresponding  sceretary, Rev. J Mor-



