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There are 250 catechumens. The chureh also numbers three
Ladies’ Aid Socictics, one Young People’s Soclety, and one
Literary Society.

The Fifth Ave., Christian Reformed Church.—Fifth Ave., a
little to the west of Grandville Ave., is the loecation of this
congregation, Tn the summer of 1886 the Commerce Street con-
sistory bmilt a house of worship on this site and held regular
Sunday services and ecateehetical meetings there. The enter-
prise being successful it was deemed wise to organize the peo-
ple of the vieinity into a separate church. This was done
March 8, 1887, The first elders chosen were: J. W. Ten Haat,
W. Van IIouw, 8. Bos and H. Plesscher; deacons: H. Til,
W. Olthuis, R. Gust and J. Groendyk. A parsonage on the
adjoining corner was built and soon occupied by the Rev. W,
R. Smidt, of Rotterdam, Kan., who was installed Dee. 23, 1888,
The congregation inereased rapidly under his popular preaching,
necessitating the building, first of a gallery and afterward of a
transept of 40x36 ft., which was dedicated September, 1889.
The seating capacity of the enlarged house of worship at pres-
ent is T00.

Rev. W. R. Smidt ministered to this church until- November,
1902, when he departed for the West. The latter portion of his
pastorate had mot been asg successfnl as the beginning. The
congregation secured a new pastor in Rev., W. D, Vanderwerp,
who was installed May 8, 1903. Under his ministry the church
flourishes once more,

Statisties, January, 1905, 210 families, 361 members, 375 cate-
chumens, 250 Sabbath school scholars, a total of 950 souls.

The parochial school, to the west of the ehurch, numbers 210 -
pupils and 4 teachers. The church hag five societies, for girls,
young ladies, young men, men and women, Present consistory
members: IT. Bolt. K. Dood, H. Helms, B. De Jong, J. Sherda
and D. Wolthuis, clders; K. Boerema, R. D. Bolt, A. Brunsting,
W. Tarlings, W. Van Korvlaar and I Stap are deacons,

All church services are in the Holland language.

The Croshy Street Christian Reformed Church.—This congre-
gation is a daughter of the Alpine avenue church. Tts plain
50x60 ft. chureh building, located on Crosby street, near West
street, was erected by it. On May 26, 1889, the people which
met in this new honse of worship sinee January, were organized



