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1t confirmed by the Common Couneil of Grand Rapids; that every
year thereafter the mayor should appoint a member of the Board
who should hold offiee for five years subjeet to confirmation by
the Common Council; thal vaeancies should be filled by the
Mayor’s appointment in the same manner. No commissioner can
hold any other cleetive or political office. The Board annually
cleets its President from its own number and a secrelary must be
an elector of the city. The Board has full and complete eontrol
ol the police department of the city and ean appoint as many
policemen as it deems necessary not exceeding three for every
two thousand inhabitants, and can appoint special police in times
of cmergency, '

When the members of the board named in the act creating it
caire before the Common Council for confirmation Orville L.
IToward declined the office and fhe Mayor named in his place
Ceorge W, Gay who together with the others named in the act
were ¢onfirmed, The Board organized on the evening of June Tth,
1851, at Police TTeadquarters. George (. Briges was elected
Pregident and . ' W. Calking was clected Secretary. Mr. Calkins
declined the office and Alpha Childs was elected and acted until
the following August, when he resigned and Alfred A. Tracy was
elected and acted as Secrctary until April 27th, 1882, when he in
furn resigned and Benjamin ¥, MeReynolds was chosen and sinee
that date has filled the office to the complete satisfaction of the
Board and the publie, being eleeted each year sinee withont oppo-
sition and without question. The President of the Board almost
without exception has been the member whose term of office soon-
est expired. The following list ineludes all members of the Board
since ity organization :

George G, Briegs. ... ... ... .. ...... .. 1881 to 1K583
George W, Gay. .. oo ... 1881 to 1883
Lewis T Withey ., ... ............... . 1881 to 1589
Wi, TL Powers. ... ... . o . 1881 to 1890
Tsrael C. Smith. ... .. ... . ... . . ... . 1881 to 1883
A D, Rathbun., ... ... .. ... ..., . 1883 1o 1886
I M. Weston. ... . e 1883 to 1887
Ao Rose. oo 1883 to 1886
John Killean. .. .. B 1886 to 1888
L. E. Tlawkins. . ... ... ... .. .. ..... 1886 to 1591
L 8 Dyvgert.......... P 1886 1o 1888

John E. More. . ... ... .. ... ... .. 1887 to 1892



