938 HISTORY OF GRAND RAPIDS.

The gencrous and gracious offer of Mr. Patton was acceepted
and the case of books placed in the library.

The ease is usually sent for a period of two weeks to children
recovering from a long illness, suffering with broken boneg, or
similar aceidents which make them “shnt-ing ™ Nearly all these
children arc visited in their homes hy the Children’s Tibrarian in
order to keep in touch with them and to get the ¢hild’s point of
view with reference to the books sent. This personal toueh ig of
the greatest value, both to the Tibrary and to the ehild, Inei-
dentally, these visits, together with the books themselves, often
awakened an interest in the Library in the neighborhoods where
its use was almost unknown, The coming of the hox is usually an
event to all the little friends of the sufferer, and it is found that
it carries the message of good books to many more than those
to whom the case is sent direetly. The memory of the bhoy who
is gone will be cherished forever, and the thoughtfulness of his
rarents for others will earry happiness to many a sick room in
the years to come. '

Under the painstaking direction of the Board of Tibrary Com-
missioners, and the efficient management of the libraries, the puh-
lie Hbrary of Grand Rapids sinee it was given a permanent home
by the liberality of Mr. Ryerson is vapidly beeoming a living
foree for edneation, culture and righteousness in the community.
[t meets the needs of the hour; it gives good books and literatyre
to the people; it gives lectures on live topies hy eminent men
and women; it aids the publie schools in teaching pupils how to
find and use books in connection with their sehool work; it af-
fords excellent facilitics to the speeial student for original in-
vestigation and rescarch: it helps the merchant to obtain knowl-
edge for inereasing his trade; it assists the artisan in improving
his handieraft; it helps the manufacturer to find a market for his
goods, in short, the library has within its walls knowledge for
every man, woman and child in the eity which only needs nse to
make Grand Rapids irvesistible in the march of progress and its
inhabitants capable of real®ing their highest personal ambitions.

Kent Scientific Institute,

In 1855 a society was formed under the name of ** Grand Rapids
Lyceum of Natural History.”  Tts prineipal active members
were A, O. Currier. John Ball, Jameg IT. MeKee, Charles Shepard,



