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Liadies’ Library and the Public Library in 1878. The ladies npon
retiving tock with them the 1,200 books originally belonging to
their assoeiation, which eventually came into the possession of
the Ladies’ Titerary Club, and now, with additions, constitute
the library of that organization. The ladies during their connee-
tion with the Publie Library were untiring in their efforts to pro-
mote its welfarc. In many of the library commitiees’ reports to
the Board of Education, acknowledginents of the services of the
fadies are made in terms of the highest praise.

The New Management,

After the separation the governent of the library rested for
muny years in the hands of the Board of Edneation. Mrs. Put-
nam eontinued to serve as Librarian until January, 1384, when
shie was sueceeded by Mrs. Frances (L Wood, who worthily per-
formed the inercasingly arduous duties of that office until Feh-
ruary. 1886, when she way velieved by H. J. Carr.

In Oetober, 1888, Mr, Carr accomplished an ardnous task in
the rearranging of the library, made necessary by ils removal
to the new Clity Hall librvary rooms. Much remained to be done
in the way of eatalogning before the library conld be eompletely
redieed to svstem. Apprecialing this fact the Board of Kduea-
tion, at its regular meeting in Janunary, 1889, employed Miss
Grace Denio, of New York, an expert cataloguer for this special
work. The rapid growth of the library doring this period may
he comprehended by a study of the following statistics gleaned
from the Tibrarian’s veport to the Board of Education for the
vear ending Seplember, 1888 :

“The whole number of volumes in the library at the beginning
of September, 1857, was 17,243 in September, 1888 it contained
21,500 volumes an increase during the year greater than the total
of volumes in the library at the time of the congolidation in 1871,
The numher of voluines al present is twice as great as the total
in 1880-—the institution thus growing more rapidly than the eity,
which aceording to the United States censuses of 1870 and 1880,
requires about ten vears to double its population. Of the present
library 16,649 volumes are in the ecirenlating department; 535 are
general works kept in the reference library, together with 1,305
magazines and periodicals in the same department, and 811 ave



