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was moved diagonally across to where the Commereial Savings
Bank now stands, where it remained till the consolidation of the
Enquirer and Tlerald. Amornig its early political contributors were
Charles I. Wallker, Sylvester Granger and Alfred 1. Rathbone.
In polities this paper was Demoeratie, and in 1843 advoeated the
nomination of John (. Calhoun for President. Among the attaches
of the office while it was in Trving Hall were: Solomon (. Tittle-
field, James N. Davis, Charles W, Warrell, and William Benjamin.

The Grand Rapids Eagle.

The first nunber of the weekly Bagle was issucd December 25,
1844, by Aarvon B. Turner, theu a young man of twenty-two. Tt
contained the returns of the Presidential eleetion of that vear, If
started as a Whig paper.  Unsuccessful efforts had heen mado
for its publication during the preceding political campaion, o
which faet the Enquirer alluded. J anuary 3, 1843, in the followinge
notice of its new-horn rival:

This bird—the was-to-he great anxilinry of the Whig party in
the late battle —after a protracted incnbation has at last hroke its
calearcons enclosure and come peeping forth into this hreat
world.  George Martin and (. F. Barstow are its Hresponsil
editors, [rom whose known peculiarities of sentiment we doubt
not it will Taithfully represent the old school of Whig polities,

Originally, the name of the paper was Grand River Eagle; ai-
terward the word “‘Rapids™ was substituted for “River.”' As
faithfully as the diffienlties of maintaining an existence npon o
small subseription list in a sparsely settled country would allow.
the Eagle fnlfilled its vival's prediction, as a supporter of the
Whig party. during the following nine vears. With small means
at command. the proprietor sometimes found it difficult even to
procure the paper for ity publication, and oceasional suspensions
of a few weeks were necessary. In 1848 it supported vigoronsly
the Taylor Presidential ticket, and in 1852 that of Winfield Scott,
thongh in the latter campaign it could not indorse the platform o1
the Whig party in reference 1o the agitation of the slavery ques-
tion. After the eleetion of 1852, the Eagle astonished the eom-
munity, and many of its patrons, by appearmg with the levend ot
its head: “An Independent Demoeratie Journal,”” and declarine
that the time had come for a new alignment: that Anti-9y very
Whigs must scek other affiliations, and the Demoeralic pariy ba




