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Lake, Zeeland and Holland, on the east shore of Lake Michigan,
These cmigrants brought more or less gold with them-—ten-
ouilder picees, valued at $4 cach. Much of this Duteh gold
found fits way up to Grand Rapids, and with the silver eoin
disbursed by the Government to the Indians, furnished a most
~alnable stahle eurrency, and materially advaneed the material
wealth and business prosperity of the town.

“The frontage of the Roberts and Morrison stores in 1545
was literally the eul de sace of Monroe streef. The right-angled
narrow exit between ‘Tanner Taylor’s’ store on the south and
the Mills store on the north, into Canal strect, was scarcely
diseernible: and particularly so by the runaway teams from up
Monroe street, which were never able to double the ‘narrows,’
but almost invariably were corraled, massed in a heap and laid
out, hors de combat, in front of our store. Tspecially was this
the case in winter when iey. Tf two horses with sleigh were
‘thus runping, one or both of them would slip down opposite
Faneuil Hall or the Rathbun, and the momentum would bring
the whole outfit, horses, harness,. sleigh, robes, straw, Jugs, et
cotera, in a most confusing heap up against and onto our plat-
form. Qeldom were the horses seriously maimed or injured,
although these runaways were of almost daily oceurrence.

““Tn the late fall and carly spring Monroe strect, from Division
to Canal street, hecame literally a river of mud. This mud was
frequently from six to eight inches deep the whole width of
the street, and thick like hasty pudding. From the snmmit at
Tce’s Block the desecent was much more rapid than now, and
in the early morning conld be seen unmistakable evidences that
during the night the whole viscous mass of mmd to the depth
indicated had, like an immense Swiss glacier, moved bodily
down the hill ten, fifteen or twenty feet,

“The people of (irand Rapids were noted for hospitality, and
a cordial, hearty welcome of all strangers and new-comers.
There was nothing cold, c¢hilling or forbidding in society, no
aristoeracy of blood or condition—no exclusiveness. All sorts
and conditions were recognized and accorded standimg room.
I hear cheerful testimony in my own experience, to the warm-
hearted friendliness, and generous, kindly interest taken in
my welfare, and the volunteer disintercsted proffers of aid by
many, many well remembered friends.”’



