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river. We saw, near by, some camp-fires of Indians, but going
to them, they fled, and we could not gct near them; so we
camped out as well as we could, and spent the night with noth-
ing to eat. As soon as daylight appeared, we commenced our
march, and crossing the Thornapple, met Rix Robinson and the
chiefs, who were coming to see us, and what kind of people we
were. Mr, Robingon explained to them that we were friends,
and going to build a big town down at Grand Rapids. ITere we
were furnished breakfast—pork and potatoes, bread and tea,
with wild honey (considered an extra dish), with short-cake;
and did we not do justice to that meal? After settling our
bills, we procecded on our journcy, and having Plaster Creek
and several other streams to bridee, we were the whole day
until late at night in getting to Grand Rapids. Mr. Richard
Godfroy and Mr. Louis Campau gave us quarters in their re-
speetive homes.  The next day the woods rang ont with the
echo of the woodman’s ax, slaving down trees to build shanties
with, and all was bustle and business. It did not take long to
got settled, and then commenced the work of laying out the
canal.  Mr. Almy soon foumd it necessary to return to Detroit,
which was no easy matter, and [ concluded to go, too. Mr,
Richard Godlroy sent his Frenchman with a lunber wagon, to
take us. We were ten days going. While in Detroit Mr. Almy
bought a steamboat, and friends named her the ‘John Almy.’
She was loaded with pork, flonr, mill-stones, and many other
useful articles. to be landed at Grand Rapids. The boat left
about April 1, and had very rough weather, and as she neared
Thunder Bay she was wrecked—a total logs.”’ .

Ten Years Afterward.

~Another view of the village and valley in 1846 supplements
the two papers of John Ball. Franklin Everett came here in
1846 as the Principal of the Grand Rapids Academy. Observing
what he saw, and making note thereol, about twenty years later
" he wrote out for publication a descriptive picture of the place as
he saw it when he eame, and after another ten vears reproduced
it “revised and amended,”” in his ‘“Memorials.”” The more es-
sential parts of the sketeh are as follows:



