136 HISTORY OF (GRAND RAPIDS.

“Of course, there were no bridges over the river, but there
was a fording place between Tslands No. 2 and 3, or below the
G. R. & I. railroad bridge; and when the water was too high
for fording, a ferry boat was used.

“And now the effeet of the break-down of the wild speeulation
of 1836, and the high hope of the first half of this vear, bogan
to he seen,  Faces began to indieate thought and care. Busi-
ness flageed, and Mr. Campan’s laborers and mechanies, lack-
ing oeccupation, began to seek labor elsewhere. No sale for
corner-lots, and money, to pay for bread to eat, srew scarce.
In Kent eounty, not half enough erain, of all kinds, was raised
to Teod the borses, and all else had 1o eome from Ohio or New
York—ZIor to the west of us, they had raised as little as we.
As another trouble, our wild-cat money would not buy things
bevond our own limits,

“Monroe street follows the trail to Campan’s Indian trading
post, on the bank of the rviver. Tt kepl along close to the im-
passable swamp, extending north from the corner of Monroe
and  Division streets, then wound along at the foot of an abrupt
hill from Ottawa to Pearl street. This same hill eonnected with
the {(now disappearing} hill between Pearl and Tyon streets.
Beyond these hills the trail descended to Bronson street. South
of Monvoe street, the deseent was steep, and the eround was so
low as to be deeply covered at high water. The hoat channel
of the river was between the island and the main land, and the
landing was where the blocks of stores now are on the south
side of Monroe street, at the foot of Clanal slreet. West of the
foot of Cunal street, north of Pearl street, was Mr. Wadsworth’s
saw mill.”’

Im April, 1836, Mr. Myron Hinsdill wrote to a brother-in-law
at the Fast:

“T have applied for five lots of pine land up Grand River, but
there is such a press of business at the Land Offiee, one eannof
know under gix or eight days whether he ean get it or not;
and if two ask for the same land in one day, they must agree
which shall have i, as it is set up at auwetion. There have been
four or five hundred people at Bronson for the week past, all
walting to get lands. 1f T get the pine land it will cost abont
$2.25 per acre, and a great bargain at that. If land buyers in-
erease as we have reason to expeet when navigation opens, there



